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SUBJECT: AUSTRALIAN POSITION IWA STOCKHOLDING PROVISIONS 

1. PRIMARY INDUSTRY MINISTER SINCLAIR RECENTLY ADDRESSED THE YOUNG 
NATIONAL PARTY OF AUSTRALIA VICTORIA BRANCH AT SHEPPARTON, AND ALTHOU 
GH 

PARTLY DESIGNED TO PROVIDE POLITICAL SUPPORT TO FEDERAL MEMBER OE 
MURRAY ELECTORIATE, SINCLAIR BRIEFLY COVERED IMPORTANT AGRICULTURAL 
COMMODITY ASPECTS. REFERENCE TO GRAIN INDUSTRY SITUATION MAY BE 
OF SOME SIGNIEICANCE IN RESPECT OF CURRENT IWA NEGOTIATIONS. 

SINCLAIR COMMENCED BY SAYING lAC 

lAC HAS PRESENTED ITS DRAET REPORT ON WHEAT STABILAZATION AND 
PRODUCERS HAVE EXPRESSED SOME CONCERN AT ITS RECOMMENDATIONS. 

HE WENT ON TO SAY THAT THE 
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FINAL REPORT IS YET TO BE RECEIVED, AND IT WILL OF COURSE BE 
CONSIDERED BY THE GOVERNMENT, TAKING INTO ACCOUNT THE POINTS OF 
VIEW EXPRESSED BY THE AUSTRALIAN WHEATGROWERS FEDERATIN BEEORE 
REACHING CONCLUSIONS ON THE NEW WHEAT STABILIZATION PROGRAM TO 
OPERATE FROM JULY 1, 1979. 

2. MINISTER SINCLAIR THEN CONTINUED; QUOTE IT IS MY HOPE 
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THAT IF AN INTERNATIONAL WHEAT AGREEMENT IS NEGOTIATED THAT 
SOME OE THE MORE ONEROUS CONSEQUENCES OF THE PRESENT PROPOSED 
STOCKHOLDING OBLIGATIONS UNDER THAT AGREEMENT CAN BE VARIED. 
THE SCHEME, AS NOW ENVISAGED, WOULD BE OF SIGNIFICANT HELP 
TO THE UNITED STATES BUT, IN MY VIEW, OE LITTLE IMMEDIATE 
ASSISTANCE TO AUSTRALIAN WHEAT GROWERS, PARTICULARLY WHEN 
THEIR STOCKS ARE LOW AS A RESULT OF SEVERAL BAD SEASONS 
UNQUOTE. 

3. COMMENT: IT IS DIEEICULT TO ASSESS WHAT IMPORTANCE 
CAN BE PLACED ON THESE STATEMENTS, BUT WHEN CONSIDERING 
THEY WERE VOICED AT MINISTERIAL LEVEL IN PUBLIC, IT MAY 
INDICATE GOA IS BECOMING A SOMEWHAT RELUCTANT PARTICIPANT 
IN THE IWA NEGOTIATIONS. GOA OEFICIALS HAVE REEUSED TO 
EXPRESS OPINIONS ON THE MINISTER'S VIEWS, BUT AGREED THAT 
THE STATEMENT WAS SIGNIEICANT IN RELATION TO GOA POSITION 
ON STOCKHOLDING OBLIGATIONS UNDER NEW IWA. 

SQUIRE 
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